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NAME:        COURSE: 

 Before the last war, officers in the navy had a lot more freedom when their ship was 
in port than they have nowadays. They were expected to lead a busy social life, and to take 
an active part in sport ashore. It was therefore rather difficult for them to find time to do 
all their other duties. 

 Usually, all the officers in a ship used to have a regular meeting together once a 
week to receive orders from their captain, make reports and discuss any business that had 
to be discussed, such as who should represent the ship in the next football match. 

 One such meeting was being held on board a ship one day, and after the regular 
business had been completed, the time came to discuss the date of the next meeting. Friday 
of the next week was suggested, and so was Monday of the week after, but both of them 
interfered with somebody’s arrangements for the weekend, and in the end it was generally 
agreed that the meeting should be held on Wednesday, as this would be the least likely day 
to interfere with anybody’s convenience, since it was right in the middle of the week. 

 As the officers were leaving, however, one of them was heard to say, “Wednesday 
is the worst day, because it interferes with two weekends!” 

QUESTIONS 
1. Answer the following questions using your own words but taking into account the 
information in the text. (2 points) 

a. What happened before the war when a ship was in a port? 

 

 

2. Did the officers have to make reports? When? 

 

 

2. Are the following statements True or False? Identify the part of the text that 
supports your answer by copying the exact passage. (1.5 points) 

a. The officers did not have time to do all their tasks: 

 

b. The officers received orders from the lieutenant when they had a meeting: 

 

c. The meetings were held ashore: 

 

3. Find a synonym for each of the four words below from these six options. (1 point) 

NOWADAYS LEAD ASHORE THEREFORE REPORT ARRANGEMENT

1. At present:       2. Plan: 

3. Description of an event or situation:   4. Live: 
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4. Choose a, b, or c in each question below. Only one choice is correct. (1.5 points) 
1. One of the things that the officers discussed at the weekly meetings was 

a. who should stay on board. 

b. who should have the permission to phone home. 

c. who should play in the next football game. 

2. On one of the meetings, the last thing that the officers discussed was 

a. the date of the following meeting. 

b. regular business. 

c. if the officers should play other sports than football. 

3. According to one officer, Wednesday was not a good day to meet because 

a. it interfered with everybody’s arrangements. 

b. it interfered with the previous and the following weekend. 

c. it interfered with the football match. 

5. Composition (130-150 words): Do you have any meetings with other people or friends? 
Why? Why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


