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A room with a view 
 
 

An engagement is so potent a thing that sooner or later it reduces all who speak of 
it to this state of cheerful awe. Away from it, in the solitude of their rooms, Mr Beebe, and 
even Freddy, might again be critical. But in its presence and in the presence of each other 
they were sincerely hilarious. It has a strange power, for it compels not only the lips, but 
the very heart. The chief parallel -to compare one great thing with another- is the power 
over us of a temple of some alien creed. Standing outside, we deride or oppose it, or at the 
most feel sentimental. Inside, though the saints and gods are not ours, we become true 
believers, in case any true believer should be present. 

So it was that after the gropings and the misgivings of the afternoon they pulled 
themselves together and settled down to a very pleasant tea-party. If they were hypocrites 
they did not know it, and their hypocrisy had every chance of setting and of becoming true. 
Anne, putting down each plate as if it were a wedding present, stimulated them greatly. 
They could not lag behind that smile of hers which she gave them ere she kicked the 
drawing-room door. Mr Beebe chirruped. Freddie was at his wittiest, referring to Cecil as 
the "Fiasco" -family-honoured pun on fiancé. Mrs Honeychurch, amusing and portly, 
promised well as a mother-in-law. As for Lucy and Cecil, for whom the temple had been 
built, they also joined in the merry ritual, but waited, as earnest worshippers should, for 
the disclosure of some holier shrine of joy. 

A room with a view. 
E. M. Forster. 

 
 

QUESTIONS 
 
1. Why is an engagement so potent? 
2. What happened in the afternoon? 
3. How do we feel about engagement? 
4. Does the writer think Mrs Honeychurch is going to be a good mother-in-law? 
5. Vocabulary. 
   Hilarious 
   Compel 
   Deride 
   Earnest 
   Shrine 

 


