CONDI TI ONAL CLAUSES MMLLDC

CONDI TI ONAL CLAUSES

| nt r oducti on.

a. If you heat ice, it nelts.
b. If you make a promi se, | keep it.

These sentences are statenments of universal truth or genera
validity, and in this type of sentence, "IF" corresponds cl osely
in meani ng to when(ever). Statenments in this formcomonly appear
in factual discussions or explanatory material. The tenses in
both the conditional and the nmain clause are the sane.

Type 1. Basic fornms.

a. If we catch the 10 o' clock train, we shall (can, may, etc.)
get there by lunch tine.
b. I f you wake up before ne, give ne a call.

In these sentences the conditional clauses represent OPEN
conditions; that is, conditions that may or may not be fulfill ed.
W meke such statenments when the action or event nentioned in the
conditional clause is being actively considered, or is under
di scussion, or appears likely to happen. Such statenents can even
be comments on deci sions already taken.

Conditions of this sort are sonetinmes | abelled "probable",
but it is inportant to note that the probability of the condition
being fulfilled often exists only in the mnd of the speaker.

The commonest sequence of tenses in this type of sentence
is:

(i f)present tense, (main)future or nodal verb or inperative.

Note that "will" and "shall" are not used in a predicative
sense in the conditional clause, even though it is the future
that is referred to.

Type 1. Variations.

a. If we should mss the 10 o' clock train, we shan't get there
till after |unch.
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The introduction of should (sonmetinmes stressed) in the
conditional clause has the effect of naking it seemless likely
that the condition wll be fulfilled. 1t is possible to
substitute "by any chance" for "should", w thout changing the
meani ng:

I f by any chance we m ss the 10 o' clock train, we shan't get
there until after |unch.

W call this a condition of renote possibility, and this
variation nmay be applied to any conditional clause of this first
type. Note that only SHOULD (never WOULD) is used in this way.

b. If you will reserve seats, we shall be sure of a confortable
j our ney.
We saw earlier that will is not used in a predicative sense

in the conditional clause in conditionals of type 1, even though
t he sentence has a future tinme reference. In the above sentence,
WLL in the conditional clause is not an auxiliary indicating
future; it is a nodal verb, and introduces the idea of your
agreeing, or being willing, to do what is suggested. W cannot
use this construction in the foll ow ng sentence:

If he gets ny letter in tinme, he'll be able to change his
pl ans.

We cannot say If he will get ny letter in time, since he can
hardly exercise any wllingness to get it. Students nust,
therefore, be careful to use WLL in this way only where the
context will support the idea of co-operation, agreenent, or
wi | lingness on the part of the subject.

Type 1. Alternative forns.

a. Set your alarmclock and you won't oversl eep.
b. Set your alarmclock, or (else) you'll oversleep.

In these sentences the i nperative construction is equival ent
to an if clause. W can rewite the sentences using if:
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a.
b.

at

I f you set your alarmclock, you won't oversl eep.
If you don't set your alarmclock, you'll oversleep.

Type 1. Sunmary of forns.
(if) present tense, (main) future or inperative.

If we catch the early train, we'll get there by lunch-tine.
I f you wake up before ne, give nme a call.

(if) should+infinitive, (main) future or inperative.
If we should mss the early train, we shan't get there til
after lunch (shoul d=by any chance)
| f anyone should call while I"'mout, tell themI'Ill be back
t wo.

(if) will+infinitive, (main) future or inperative.

If you'll cook the dinner, 1'Il do the washing up
aft erwar ds
If he will do the work quickly, give him the contract.

(wll=be wlling).
| nperative, (main) and/or + future.

Set your alarmclock, and you won't oversl eep.

Set your alarmclock, or (else) you'll oversleep.

SUBORDI NATE MAI N

| f Present tense Fut ure

If | should + Future or
infinitive i nperative
By any chance

If [wll + Future or
infinitive i nperative
Be (Present) so
ki nd as
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| nperative And/ or + future

Type 2. Basic forns.

a. If we caught the 10 o'clock train, we would (could, mght,
etc.) get there by lunch-tine.

b. If | came into a fortune, | would give up snoking.

C. If I knew how it worked, | could tell you what to do.

In these sentences the conditional clauses represent what is
a possible, b hypothetical/imginary, or c¢ contrary to the
present fact. The verb formin the conditional clause represents
the attitude of the speaker towards the condition; it does not
represent tinme, which is indicated by other elenents in the
context or situation.

Sentence a is analogous to type 1 (If we catch..., we shal
get...), but is nore suppositional. The speaker either regards
catching that train as i nprobable, or he wishes to put forward in
a nore tentative or "polite" way the suggestion of catching it.
It does not necessarily follow that the condition is in fact
unlikely to be fulfilled.

Sentence b, on the other hand, is nmuch nore hypothetical: it
is a form of day-dreaming in which we all indulge at tines.
Sentence ¢ presents us wth totally imginary (or unreal)
situation with reference to the tine of speaking: it inplies that
| don't, in fact, know howit works, so | can't tell you what to
do. Note that the past tense is used here to indicate present
unreality. The three sentences are formally identical: they al
have the sanme sequence of tenses:

(i1f) past tense, (main) conditional.

However, contextually they are rather different. They
represent three points on a scal e of decreasing probability, from
a suppositional or tentative but possible, to b hypothetical but
not inpossible, to c contrary to present fact, and hence unreal.
Note that the conditional tense is not used in the conditional
cl ause.

As we saw in exanple "c", the idea of sonmething contrary to
present fact is conveyed by the use of the past tense in the
conditional clause. W also use the past tense to refer to
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present unreality after the verb "wish" (if only, also expresses
the wi sh of the speaker), and after expressions like "I'd rather”
and "It is tinme":

a. | wish (that) I were rich! (If only I were rich!)
b. |'"d rather you told nme frankly what you think.
C. It's time (It's about tine, It's high tinme) we left.

W never use the present tense or a future formafter w sh.
We use either the past tense as illustrated above, or we can use
would (not will) to indicate that people or events frustrate our
desires.

Type 2. Vari ations.

a. If we were to mss the 10 o' clock train, we wouldn't get
there till after |unch.

The use of were to in the conditional clause sonetinmes has
the effect of enphasizing the suppositional nature of the
condition and, is in sonme ways anal ogous to the use of should in
conditional clauses in TYPE 1. we can often substitute "by any
chance" wi thout changi ng the neani ng:

I f by any chance we nissed the 10 o' clock train, we wouldn't get
there till after |unch.

Were to is used for all persons, and this variation may be
applied to any conditional clause of this second type.

b. If you would reserve seats, we wuld be sure of a
confortabl e journey.

In this sentence. would is not a part of a conditional
tense; it is a nodal verb, and represents a nore tentative (or
polite) formof WLL as used in conditional clauses of type 1. It
i ntroduces the idea of your agreeing, or being willing, to do
what is suggested. W cannot use this construction in the
foll ow ng sentence:

If he got ny letters intinme, he woul d be able to change his
pl ans.
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We cannot say *If he would get ny letter in tine, since "he" can

hardly exercise any wllingness or unwillingness to get it.
Students nust, therefore, be careful to use "would"” in this way
only where the context will support the idea of co-operation

agreenent, or willingness on the part of the subject.
Type 2. Summary of forns.
1. (If) past tense, (main) conditional.
I f we caught the early train, we'd get there by |unch tine.
2. (If) were to + infinitive, (main) conditional.

If we were to mss the early train, we wouldn't get there
till after lunch.

3. (If) would + infinitive, (main) conditional.

If you' d cook the dinner, I'd do the washing up afterwards.

SUBORDI NATE MAI'N

I Past tense Conditio
f nal
| were to + Conditio
f infinitive nal

by any chance

I woul d + Conditio
f infinitive nal

was/ were so

ki nd as

Type 3. Basic forns and vari ations.
a. If we had caught the 10 o'clock train, we would (could,
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m ght, etc.) have got there by |lunch-tine.

This sentence is conpletely hypothetical, and represents
what is contrary to past fact. In this case, the past perfect
tense is used to indicate past unreality -we didn't catch the 10
o'clock train, so we didn't get there by lunch tine.

This is analogous to the use of the past tense to indicate
present unreality in type 2c, and tense usage after the verb WSH
follows the sane pattern: we use the past perfect to refer to
sonmet hing wi shed-for in the past:

| wish you had told ne before (but you didn't)

Variations on a sentence "a" are not very conmon, though
sentences |ike the follow ng are occasionally nmet wth:

b. If you were to have asked ne, | would have been only too
willing to help.

| nver si on.

An inversion of subject and verb nay be used i nstead of "if"
in the conditional clause of sone types of sentences:

1. Shoul d you need ny help again, just give nme a ring.
2. Were the Governnent to go back on this election pledge,
there would be a revolt anong back-benchers.
3. Had | known you were ill, | would have visited you.
EXERCI SES

1. Put the verbs in brackets in the correct form

1. If you (I ose) some of your [|uggage,
enquire at the |lost property office.
2. If you (not neet) by friends at the
airport, you should proceed to the air termnal. (Passive)
3. If you (require) to do so, it (show)
in your passport endorsenment. (Both
passi ve)
4. I n | odgi ngs, your |andl ady (be) glad if
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you hel p to keep your part of the house clean and tidy.

5. | f t here S a gas fire in your bedr oom
(make) sure the gas tap is turned off
before you go to bed.

6. I f you (w sh) to stay longer than the
tinme all owed, you (can) apply to do so
by witing to the Under Secretary of State Home O fi ce.

7. I f you (know) you wll return | ate she
(can) gi ve you a key.

8. You (nmay) have to do npbst of your own
housework if you (live) ina flat.

9. | f it (be) necessary, (buy)

a hot water bottle to warmthe sheets.

2. Fill the blanks with I F or UNLESS.

1. | won't speak English | go to Engl and.

2. you don't tell me the truth I'Il never know
it.

3. I'"I'l never know it you tell me the truth.

4. you do not pay attention you wll not learn
Engl i sh.

5. you pay attention you wll not |earn English.
6. Don't open the door you know who is ringing
t he bell.

7. Don't open the door you don't know who is

ringing the bell.
3. Finish the sentences, taking care to use the correct tenses.

I f he had taken ny advice
If you ate |ess
We'll send for the doctor if
| f she practised nore
If there isn't enough wine in this bottle
I f you had checked the petrol before we started
This clock woul dn't have run down if

Try on the blue one if
| f these gates are | ocked
10.1f we | eave before breakfast
11.1f the river rises any higher
12.Her life m ght have been saved if
13.1f the volcano starts erupting

CeNoOROME
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14. The grass would | ook better if
15.Unless it is a nice day
16.1f you don't put enough stanps on a letter, the person who
gets it
17.He would lend it to you if
18. Unl ess this hotel gets another cook
19.1f the storm becones worse

20.1f your uncle sees you
21.1f you tried to clinb it w thout a guide
22.1f you don't shake the canera so much, your photographs
23.1'd have brought ny coat
24.1f he cut his hair nore often

25. He woul d have given her dianonds if
26.1f you had asked his perm ssion
27.1f the fire had been noticed earlier
28.1f you had any sense
29. You woul d have been angry if
30.1f he had put the flowers into the water at once
31.1 should have ordered nore coal if

32.1f you | eave the gate open
33.You will have to go to the dentist if
34. He woul d have been drowned if

35.1f | had a car

36.1f the tel ephone rings while I"'min ny bath

OTHER ACTI VI TI ES

Chri st mas approached with no
news of ny aunt, not even by the
medi umof a Christmas card. A card
of cour se arrived from
Kof fiefontein, a rather unlikely
card with an old church seen
across an acre of snow, and a
com ¢ one from Maj or Charge which
showed goldfish in a bow being
fed by Father Christmas; it was
delivered by hand to save the
stanp. The local store sent ne a
tear-off calendar with a different
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treasure of British art for each nonth, the colours bright and
shiny as though they had been washed in Oro, and on 23 Decenber
t he postnman brought a |arge envel ope which when | opened it at
breakfast shed a ot of silvery tinsel into ny plate, so that |
couldn't finish ny marnal ade. The tinsel canme from an Eiffel
Tower which Father Christmas was clinbing with his sack over his
shoul der. Under the printed Meilleurs Voeux was only one nane,
witten in block capitals: "Wrdswrth". He nust have seen ny
aunt in Paris, for how el se coul d he have obtai ned nmy address? At
the bank | had always used the official Christnmas cards to send
to ny best clients, with the bank's coat of arns stanped on the
cover and inside a picture of the main office in Cheapside or a
phot ograph of the board of directors. Now that | had retired
there were few people to whom | posted cards: Mss Keene, of
course, Mjor Charge perforce. | sent one also to ny doctor, ny
dentist, to the vicar of St. John's and ny fornmer chief cashier
who had become nmanager of a branch in Nottingham
Travels with ny aunt.
G aham G eene.

QUESTI ONS.
1. How many people sent letters?
2. Wat did the first card show?
3. In your opinion, which was the best card?
4. Could he finish his marnmal ade? Why?
5. Who did the person telling the story send letters to?
6. In the text there is one result clause. Wich one?
7. Vocabul ary.
gol df i sh: silvery:
tinsel: envel ope:
br anch:

Sl apped boy, 12 takes his dad
to court

By BILL DANI ELS

A TEACHER who sl apped his nought y son stood in court
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yest er day -
accused of
assault by the
12-year-ol d.
The boy

conplained to
police when he
suffered a red
mar k on hi s
head.

The | ad -
who cannot be
naned for | ega
reasons- did
not see his 43-
year-ol d fat her

in the dock.
But | ater

at his hone,

t he t ubby

youngster raced
out to demand
with a grin:
‘“Do you know
what happened
to 1% dad?
Pl ease tell
us.’’

Wthin
seconds, his
mum or der ed hi m
back i nsi de.

Tor ment
Earlier
she had
shapped: Ve

have nothing to
say. This is a
famly
matter.’’
Cr own

| awyers threw
out the case
after hearing
the youngster
woul d “* bask in

QUESTI ONS

the glory’ of
seei ng hi s
father go on
trial.

| nst ead
t he
school mast er,
43, was bound

over for a year
for £50.

He had
accused his son
of tormenting
hi s younger
br ot her.

The
father’s
solicitor
Dani el
told
magi st rat es:
‘“He was sinmply
adm ni stering
| awf ul and
reasonabl e
chastisnent.’’

Last
ni ght M Lupton
spoke of the
teacher’s
horror when his
son went to the
pol i ce.

The
| awyer sai d:
‘‘ He was deeply
upset. The boy
had made his
own way to the
police station
Neither of his
parents wer e
aware of what
he was doi ng. "’

M Lupton
added t he
father was very
relieved at the

Lupt on
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out cone but the
case shoul d
never have gone
to court.

He said:
‘““It stood to
di srupt an
entire famly.
It would have
run contrary to
every
principle.”’

The
father refused
to comment as
he left t he
court in
St af ford.

He went
to fetch sone
bel ongi ngs
before
returning to
t he council -run

speci al school
wher e he
t eaches.

At hi s
school , a

nmenber of staff
said: ‘““This is
purely a
private fanmly
matter.’’

Reuni on

The dad
had noved out
of his hone in
Ut t oxeter,
St af fs, because
of the strain

of the court
case.

He now
hopes to
reunite t he

MMLLDC

famly.

At an
earlier hearing
the boy had
of fered to
wi t hdr aw hi s
conpl ai nt but
only if hi s
father gave him
a witten
apol ogy.

The case
was referred to
several doctors
and one war ned
the youngster
“will bask in
the glory of
hi s
accusations’’.

The nedi ¢
also said it
woul d be an
““unmitigated
di saster’’ for
the famly if
t he fat her went

on trial

The 1989
Chi l dren Act
has gi ven

youngsters a
record nunber
of rights.

It neans
they are nore
likely to be

bel i eved i f
t hey make
accusati ons
agai nst any
adul ts -
including their
parents.

DAILY M RROR

4, SEPT. 1996.
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NGO RODNE

Way did the boy accuse his father?
VWhere is the famly fronf

On what condition would the boy wi thdraw the accusation?
What does the father do?

Wiy was the boy sl apped?

What does the nother think about al
Composition: Children rights,
Vocabul ary: Bask

You

MMLLDC

t hat ?
are they right? (80 words)
Fet ch, Conpl ai nt, Apol ogy.

t hi ckheads

Scandal of new Carlsberqg drink aimed at

kids

A DRINKS giant has
been forced to change
the | abel on its
al cohol i ¢ pop -because
it’s too tenpting for
ki ds.

But Carl sberg-
Tetl ey has REFUSED to
wi t hdr aw 500. 000
bottles it has al ready
di stri but ed.

FI uor escent
or ange Thi ckhead
tastes like tangerine
sherbet with t he gooey
consisitency of hair
gel .

But with 4.9 per
cent al cohol , t he
strength of a prenmi um

beer, it can give a
t hunpi ng hangover.
Last night the
sickly drink sparked a
storm of protest from
canpai gners who fear

it will be snapped up
by youngsters. At the
sane tine, Labour
callled for an
i ndependent i nquiry
into the £250-m | | i on-
a-year al co- pops

market to nmake sure
they are not ained at
t eenagers.

Shadow consuner

By TANITH CAREY

120

affairs spokesman
Nigel Giffiths called
for 500.000 bottles to
be taken off t he

shel ves until t he
controversial |abel is
changed.

He said: ‘‘The
real test will be how
qui ckly the labelling
i s changed.

‘““This product
can’t sinply be left
on the shelves and
sold.”’

Code

Jean Coussi ns,
di rect or of dri nks
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i ndustry watchdog the
Portman Group, daid

t he | abel clearly
contravened its
vol untary code of

practice.

She says: ‘‘As
it stands, the | abel
on the bottle may wel
appeal to the under-
ei ghteens, which is
why we drew up the
code in the first
pl ace.

‘“ The man on the
bottle is pulling a
childish face and he
could just as easily
be wunder 18 as over

But Jean
Coussins said she was
angry the drinks gi ant
had gone ahead with
the launch despite
Port man’ s seri ous
reservations.

She stressed:
e wer e only
consulted about this
on Friday night at the
el event h hour. For the
conpany to say that
they consulted us all
al ong is bei ng
seriously econonica
with the truth.”’

Thi ckhead,
hailed as ‘‘the Holy
Gail of the drinks

18.

“CQur code
states that the word
al coholic should be
prom nent and adj acent
to the brand narne.

‘' Yet on this

| abel , t he wor d
al coholic is smal
orange print. It can
hardly be seen.’’

Thi ckhead’ s
research and

devel opnent nmanager
Tom Wi ght |ast night
confirnmed that t he
company had agreed to
change the | abel

He said that the
| at est product to cash
in on the alco-pop
trend.

Now worth an
estimated £250 nillion
a year, alco-pops are
the drink industry’s
f ast est gr owi ng
mar ket .

The two bi ggest
sellers are Hooper’'s
Hooch and Two Dogs
| enonade

Tast e

Carl sberg- Tet | ey
already have 5 per
cent of the nmarket
with their Orange and
Lenonhead.

. What is the nain feature of these drinks?

i ndustry,’’ is the

QUESTI ONS

1

2. How nuch is the firmworth?
3.

4,

5. What’s wong with the | abel
6.
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face on the bottle

will be made to | ook
ol der and | ess
chi I di sh.

The wor d
‘““al coholic’ will
al so get nor e

prom nence.
He added: ‘'’ The

dri nk is clearly
packaged in a beer-
type bottle.

‘““It is aimed at
18 to 30 years ol d who
have devel oped a
pal ate for fruit based
drinks.’’

Pip Mason of
M dl ands- based al cohol
agency Aquarius said:

“CCAL t he
evi dence i s that young
peopl e are falling for
t hese dri nks.

““Unlike beer
and spirits, you don’t
have to acquire a
taste for them

‘* They are
strongly al cohol i c,
while tasting like
pop. 1

DAI LY M RROR

Sept. 4, 1996

What ot her al co-pops are nmentioned in the text?
Why are al co-pops so popul ar anbng youngsters?
of Thi ckhead?
Has the firmthe intention to change it?
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7. Wat’'s the difference between al co-pops and beer or spirits?

8. Vocabul ary: Trend, Label, Spark, Hangover.
9. What’s your opinion about drink abuse (80 words)?

CRUZ DE NAVAJAS

Alas cinco se cierrala barra taciturno que usar por turnos.
del 33
pero Mario no sale hasta |as Estribillo.
sei s
y si encinma | e toca hacer caja Cruz de navaj as por una muj er,
despi det e brillos nortal es despuntan al
casi sienpre se |le hace de dia al ba,
mentras Maria ya se ha puesto sangres que tifen de mal va
en pie, el amanecer.
ha hecho | a casa
ha hecho hasta el café Per o hoy conp ha habi do redada
y |l e espera nedi o desnuda, en el 33
Mario |l ega cansado y sal uda Mari o vuel ve a | as ci nco nenos
sin nmucho af an di ez.
qui ere cama pero otra vari edad Por su calle vacia a lo |lejos
y Maria se noja |as ganas en s6l o se ve
el café, a unos novios com éndose a
magdal enas de sexo convexo. besos
Luego al trabajo en un gran y el pobre Mario se quiere
al macén, norir
cuando regresa no hay mas que cuando se acerca para
un som er descubrir
gue es Maria con conpaiiia. ansi edad

roban y matan a Mari o Postigo
Estribillo. m entras su esposa es testigo

desde el portal
Sobre Mario de bruces tres En vez de cruz de navaj as por
cruces. una muj er
Una en la frente la que mas brillos nortal es despuntan al
doli ¢, al ba
otra en el pecho la que le sangres que tifen de nmalva e
mat 0 amanecer.

y otra mente en el noticiero:
dos drogadictos en plena
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REVI SI ON OF TENSES.

Supply suitable tenses.

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

| (always have) trouble wth ny engine
t hese days.

| wonder why | always (have) troubl e
wi th the engi ne whenever | (decide) to
go hone by car.

| f I (be) a ghost, I (try)

to frighten all the people | dislike.
In a few mnutes’ time, when the clock (strike)

six, I (wait) her e
t hree-quarters of an hour.
He (know) her a long tinme before he
finally (get) married to her.
| hope it (not rain) when the bride
(1 eave) the church tonorrow.
"' msorry you (get) | ost com ng here. |
(go) to meet you at the station if |
(know) you (want)

me to.
Il (tell) a lie if 1 said that |
(l'ike) you.
[''m worried about ny appr oachi ng marri age. I
(wi sh) I (can) get
out of it, but I sinply (can) not .
These puppets (not be) with us a week
before M Punch (get | ost) .
He (play) the part now if he (not
of f end) the producer at the |ast
rehear sal
You (go) Wth us to the Zoo tonorrow i f
you (be) a good boy.
They (i ntend) to go there next week,
but now they (find) they (have
not ) enough noney.
I (work) very hard |ately.
VWhat you (do) just now while |
(wash) t he di shes?
| (read) in yesterday's paper that a
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

boy (steal) a wat ch and
(sell) it, and that the police (Il oo0k)
for hi m ever ywher e but not
(find) hi m
When he grew old he often (think) of
al | the things he (do) when he
(be) young.
When he grows ol d he often (think) of
all the things he (do) when he (be)
young.
| never (read) a story that (interest)
me SO much as t he one I
(read) | ast ni ght.
Wen we (go) to see them |l ast night,
they (play) cards; they (say)
they (play) si nce
six o' cl ock.
By the end of | ast year he (read) four
Shakespear e pl ays, and by next year he (read)
t wo nor e. I (not see)
hi m si nce | ast Monday, but | (believe)
he (wite) an essay

on Hanml et at present.
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